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THE  SAGA  OF  THE  LITHUANIAN  1936-38  CROWNS 


LNA  HEARS 
GIEDROYC 

a capacity  crowd  of  over  19  pers- 
ons filled  the  meeting  room  to  hear 
Kichard  uiedroyc  (Giedraitis) , Coin 
World  International  editor,  speak 
on  "Barter  and  Larly  Coinage  in  Li- 
thuania," on  December  1 at  our  LDA 
meeting  held  at  the  N.Y.  Internatio 
nal  Numis.  Convention  in  N.Y.C. 

GiedroyS  showed  how  the  Balts  be- 
gan commerce  with  barter  items  such 
as  hand-nammered  silver  necklaces 
and  rings,  then  began  trading  amber 
and  agricultural  products  with  the 
ancient  Greeks,  Komans,  Phoenicians 
, and  Jews,  accepting  their  coins 
in  return. 

After  the  time  of  the  Homan  Lmp- 
eror  Constantine  I,  pelts  of  anim- 
als especially  the  marten,  were  tr- 
aded. The  marten  was  traded  on  a 
40  to  1 ratio:  40  pelts  to  one  un- 
it. This  unit  was  a kapos,  a sil- 
ver bar  of  ^ur  silver  which  weigh- 
ed approximately  100  grams. 

Giedroyc  continued  his  talk  to 
include  the  first  Lithuanian  coin- 
age, struck  by  Grand  Dukes  algirdas 
and  Kestutis  in  the  l^SO's. 

The  following  pe.-sons  signed  our 
attendance  registration  Cyour  han- 
dwriting is  how  it  is  deciphered 
here,  jiid...j  albert  ricDonald,  Alb- 
ert G.  Kendrick,  d.  Loskys,  ali 
Homza,  Mary  & Kazinier  wysocki,  h1 
Huzgas,  Hichard  Giedroyc,  Charles 
Matuzas,  Burnett  Anderson,  H.J. 
Petraustes,  Joe  K Miriam  Adomaitis 
(welcome  back  Joe),  Keith  Laner,  J- 
ane  liutchins,  Vince  Alones,  plus 
one  scribble. 

Pnotos  of  tne  LNa  meeting  appear 
elsewhere  in  this  issue.  Our  next 
LI'Ia  meeting  will  be  in  Baltimore 
at  the  Ai\lA  convention.  It  is  tent- 
atively scheduled  for  oaturday, 
August  HH,  10:00  am,  so  be  making 
plans  now  to  attend! 


By  Vincent  W.  Alones 


I hare  been  collecting  foreign  coins  by  date,  mint  mark  and 
denomination  for  a long  time,  and  I was  called  a junk  collector 
by  my  friends  since  most  of  them  collected  U.B.  or  ancient  coins. 

Visiting  a collector  of  foreign  coins  to  do  some  trading,  I 
noticed  that  he  kept  his  crowns  or  dollar-sized  separate  from  hie 

did  not  do.  Gince  housing  a foreign  collect- 
thought 
idea. 

I st- 
I 


minor  coins,  which  I 
ion  was  a problem,  I 
that  this  was  a good 
Go,  when  I got  home, 
arted  doing  the  same 
went  through  all  of  my 
boxes  and  withdrew  all 
the  crowns  and  put  them 
into  a separate  box  by 
themselves. 

Later  on,  I purch- 
ased two  books,  Lurop- 
ean  Crowns  oince  18Q0, 

and  German  Talers  Gince 

l800,  by  Dr.  John  G. 

Davenport,  and  proceeded 
to  give  the  coins  their  Dav- 
enport or  "D"  numbers. 

When  1 got  to  the  Lith- 
uanian 10  Litu  coins  dated  „ , „ 

1936  and  1938,  Y-13  and  Y-14,f  ^36  and  1938  are  siSllM  f'-o” 

they  were  not  listed  in  his  ^ 

book!  In  the  forward  of  his  book.  Dr.  Davenport's  last  sentence 
is  "Any  work  of  this  nature  is  likely  to  contain  errors,  and  I 
shall  be  obliged  to  any  one  for  corrections  or  additions." 

Go,  on  May  2,  I96I,  I wrote  to  Dr.  Davenport  the  following 


aBOVB:  Litnuania's  10  Lit^  crowns 


letter : 

"1  am  writing  to  you  in  reference  to  the  silver  dollar-sized 
coins  of  Litnania.  They  are  not  listed  in  your  book  European 
Crowns  oince  I8OQ,  namely,  the  1936  10  Lit4...and  the  1936  10 
Liti^.  They  are  silver  coins  3^^  mm.  in  size,  and  I8  grams  in  we- 
ight, being  the  largest  coins  struck  by  Lithuania. 

I presume  my  inquiry  is  not  the  first,  but  I fail  to  find 
any  numismatic  writings  for  the  omission  of  the  above  two  coins. 
I find  that  you  have  included  ^2  mm.  size  coins  or  even  smaller 
size  coins  in  your  books.  I am  enclosing  a self  addressed  stamp- 
ed envelope;  I would  like  to  hear  from  you  in  reference  to  the 


above. " 


Dr.  Davenport  w iS  very  kind  with  a prompt  reply  to  my  lett- 
er as  follows: 

"Dear  Mr.  Alones,  As  you  presume,  you  are  not  the  first  to 
ask  about  Litnuania — any  other  issue  nor  the  first  to  whom  I 
have  had  to  reply  that  I do  not  recall  my  thinking  on  the  sub- 
ject at  the  time. 

1 believe  it  was  my  intent  with  this  column,  as  with  the 
subsequent  ones,  to  include  only  pieces  over  20  grams  w tn  app- 
roximately one  U.G.  dollar  value;  broken  many  times  as  you  say. 

Continued  on  next  pige. 


2. 


CROWNS 


i think  i intended  to  concentraite  on  countri- 
es ^ith  records  back  to  1600.  oince  this  was 
bein<i'  readied  before  «vayne  Kaymond's  19th  cen- 
tury volume  appeared,  and  to  omit  countries 
merely  with  <^0th  century  coins  covered  by  «v'a- 
yne  keiymond's  earlier  book,  much  of  this  ran 
serially  in  The  Numismatist , and,  when  it  was 
decided  to  make  a book  out  of  it,  Mr.  otuart 
inoaher  thoUfcjnt  it  suould  included  everything. 

1 don't  think  ^^itnuania  was  overlooked,  but 
rather  deliberately  omitted.  I am  distressed 
tnat  my  books  should  be  taken  as  the  ultimate 
criterions  and  more  distressed  at  the  belabo- 
rings 1 have  taken  for  what  1 have  omitted  or 
included . 

liVeryone  shoulu  collect  what  he  pleases  in 
nis  own  catagories,  of  course  final  decisions 
are  very  troublesome — what  to  do  for  instance 
witn  some  of  ttie  Belgium  and  dwiss  pieces  wh- 
ose size  is  small,  but  whose  values  are  some- 
times more  than  a dollar.  1 am  running  into 
similar  problems  continually,  in  the  older 
fields  where  half-talers  are  often  exactly  th< 
same  size  as  the  talers,  but  only  naif  as  th- 
ick and  heavy.  1 have  found  out  it  is  necess- 
ary to  be  arbitrary  but  impossible  to  defend 
all  my  decisions,  fours  truly,  John  davenport' 

Mr.  davenport's  first  book  was  issued  in 
1947.  His  Bnd  edition  came  out  in  196^ » when 
he  combined  his  earlier  works  into  European 
Crowns  and  German  Talers  Since  1600.  In  his 
forward  of  the  2nd  edition  he  said,  "iijfforts 
have  been  made  to  correct  tne  errors  in  the 
earlier  books  and  to  add  tne  discoveries  and 
new  issues  since  the  1st  ^publication. " 

The  two  dithuanian  crowns  were  not  includec 
in  nis  2nd  edition  (19^4),  either! 

There  seems  to  be  a twilight  zone  in  rega- 
rd to  what  is  and  what  is  not  a crown.  The  de- 
finition of  a crown  has  always  oeen  vague, 
what  qualifies  the  coin?  Is  it,  the  size,  the 
metal,  the  denomination,  the  value,  or  the 
largest  coin  struck  by  a country?  dr.  daven- 
port in  both  of  nis  books  does  not  define 
what  a crown  is,  or  what  nis  standard  is  or 
what  to  include  and  what  to  omit,  net  me  pre- 
sent here  the  case  for  the  Lithuanian  crov.ns 
to  be  included  in  the  family  of  crowns: 

1.  Metal.  The  crowns  are  .750  fine  silver. 
Note  the  3 crowns  of  Jreat  Britain  1951-53i 
and  I960  are  made  from  cupro-nickel  and  are 
included  in  iiis  book. 

2.  size:  It  is  the  largest  coin  of  Lithua- 
nia, 32  mm.  in  diameter.  Coins  of  Austria, 
Belgium,  Bulgaria,  Liechtenstein,  Luxemburg, 
Boland,  rtussia,  and  oweden,  and  numerous  uer- 
man  states,  are  32  miii.  , all  of  wnich  are  inc- 
luded xn  nis  books. 

3.  denomination.  It  is  the  largest  denomi- 
nation com  stTxCK  by  Litnuania. 

A.  Valuation.  « 10  sitq  coin  in  tne  late 
nad  a face  value  of  approximately  U.o. 
mucn  mere  tnan 


Continued  from  page  1... 


dr.  davenport  uses!  (Note:  1 litas  was  worth  approx- 
imately U.o.  16c  in  the  late  I930's) 

In  dr.  davenport's  letter,  ne  states  that  he  con- 
centrated on  countries  with  records  back  to  IdiOO. 

Well,  Albania, /tndorra , Czechoslovakia,  danzig,  Ice- 
land, natvia  (Latvia's  ^ Lati  is  included,  but  not 
Litnuania 's  1^  Litij!J,  Jlovakia,  Yugoslavia,  etc. 
will  never  make  it! 

Further  in  nis  letter  ne  stated,  "To  omit  countr- 
ies merely  wit!i  20th  century  coins..."  well,  dr.  da- 
venport did  indeed  include  all  of  the  20tn  century 
countries  in  his  revised  book,  yet  the  only  country 
he  omitted  was  Lithuania  again!  It  is  just  puzzling  to 
me  as  to  wny  the  inconsistency. 

Trie  omission  of  Lithuania  could  have  been  made  in 
tne  1st  edition  of  19^7  through  oversight,  but,  aft- 
er tne  omission  was  brought  to  his  attention  in  I96I, 
one  might  expect  ne  would  correct  it  in  tne  2nd  edi- 
tion (1964).  I don't  get  it. 

C.K.  readers,  what  do  YOU  think?  Write  us  and  we'll 
publish  your  opinions.  We'll  see  a copy  of  this  also 
reaches  dr.  davenport,  the  noted  crown  authority. 

This  editor  would  like  to  take  the  time  to  thank 
John  Glynn,  Vince  Alones,  and  dr.  Guntis  Kuskevics 
for  supplying  front  page  stories  for  the  last  3 iss- 
ues. It  helps  tremendously  not  to  have  to  write  every- 
thing yourself,  and  your  articles  have  been  a valua- 
ble addition  to  The  Knight . 


GIEDRAITIS  MEDAL 


the  "dollar"  standard 


With  Hichard  Giedroyc  (Giedraitis)  as  our  LNA 
speaker  in  december,  we  are  reminded  numismatically  of 
the  medal,  sculptored  by  Juozas  Zikaras  in  19^7  of 
the  famous  bishop  of  Gamogitia,  Merkelis  Giedraitis 
(ca  1536-1609).  Giedraitis  promoted  publishing  books 
in  the  Litnuanian  language.  The  medal  reads, "KUNIGAI- 
\dTlG  MBrttujj-iIo  GIBdkAlTIG  ZaMAICIi^  VYLKUlAo,  KATaLIKY— 
oTLG  LIBTUVOJL  ATGaM.NTOJaG,"  meaning,  "Iriest  M.G., 
iisnop  of  Gamogitia,  Reviver  of  Catholic  Lithuania." 
aoes  anyone  have  one  of  these  medals  in  their  colle- 
ction? 


3. 


Fi:^TUKi^  OF  THF  MONTH,  by  Frank  i-aaaic,  Albion,  Michigan 

1916  IRON  OST  COINS 


"eight:  2.85  grams 
Oiamet.  21  mm. 

Mintages:  ll,9^^i046  (a)  Berlin 

7.020,000  ( J ) Hamburg 

2 Koi^ieks.  Weight:  5*75  grams 

iJiameter:  24  mm. 

Mintages:  6,972,574  (a)  Berlin 

7.020.000  (J)  Hamburg 

3 Kopeks,  weigiit:  8.60  grams 

Biameter:  28  mm. 

Mintages:  8,670,000  (a)  Berlin 

7.020.000  (J)  Hamburg 
Metal  content:  Iron 

Bate : I916 

AS  part  of  the  issue  of  the  Bast  Bank 
of  Oomrnerce  and  Industry  (Ostbank  fur  Hanuel 
und  Oewerbe),  state  Loan  Bank  jdast  (Barlehn- 
skasse  Ost),  there  appeared  in  Lithuania  at 
the  end  of  I916,  iron  coins,  to  supplement 
the  Ostrubel  paper  notes  which  the  Germans 
had  issued  into  circulation  on  June  26  of 
that  year  in  Lithuania. 

The  Ostrubels  were  used  to  compete 
with  the  kussian  Czarist  rubles,  wnich  had 
been  the  type  of  money  used  in  Lithuania. 
They  were  declared  to  be  equal  in  value 
with  the  kussian  Czarist  rubles,  while  in 
reality  a German  keichsmark  was  worth  only 
1/2  that. 

Tne  coins  were  issued  in  denominat- 
ions of  1,  2,  and  3 kopeks,  cuid  were  the 
same  size  as  tneir  kussiam  Czarist  count- 
erparts. kowever,  the  kussj.an  coins  had 
bwen  copper.  The  German  issued  kopeks  were 
minted  in  iron.  Tne  value  of  the  German 
issued  kopeks  was  not  actually  fixed,  al- 
thougn  the  Germans  did  announce  that  a 3 
kopek  coin  would  be  equivalent  to  5 Ger- 
man pfennigs,  a pi-actical  reckoning  dev- 
eloped and  was  used  in  commerce : if  the 
Ostrubel  was  worth  2 keichsmarks,  then  a 
1 kopek  coin  was  equal  to  2 pfennigs. 

Obverse  description:  The  obverses 
for  all  three  coins  are  the  same,  excep- 
ting the  denomination.  A German  Iron  Cross 
(Lisenkrauzj  appears  in  the  center.  Insi- 
de tne  iron  cross  in  Cyrillic  letters  ap- 
pears "I  KOPBIKa  1916"  (or  2,  3).  The  int- 
erior rim  of  tne  cross  is  composed  of  small 
dots.  The  outside  edges  are  smooth.  It  is 
interesting  to  note  that  while  the  paper 
Ostrubel  notes  bore  the  German,  Lithuan- 
ian, L,;tvian,  and  lolish  languages,  these 
aocompanying  coins  are  in  kussian,  with 
Cyrillic  lettering! 

keverse  Uescriition:  Between  four  oak 
twigs,  one  sees  the  German  words,  "GBBluT 
BBo  OBBkBFcjilLLHaBBkL  OoT,"  meaning,  "kegion 
of  the  Comrnander-In-Ciiief  Bast.”  Below  the 
word  OoT  is  seen  a tiny  letter,  signifying 
tne  mint.  The  reverse  contains  a border  of 
fine  dots. 


There  are  several  numismatic  problems  which 
confront  these  coins.  The  first  is,  of  course, 
which  country  to  catalog  these  under,  we  have  seen 
listins  under  "Poland  — «vw'I  occupation;"  or  "Germany 
WWI  Occupation,"  and  others.  But  they  were  used 
primarily  in  Lithuania/Latvia.  The  Cyrillic  letter- 
ing could  easily  tnrow  you,  also.  The  most  accep- 
ted practice  wliich  has  developed  is  to  list  them 
under  Germany,  but  where?  The  current  standard  Cat- 
alog of  .vorld  Coins  has  them  on  p.  83O,  after  the 
highest  regular  coin,  5OO  mark,  and  before  the 
medallic  issues.  Previously  it  was  located  in  the 
"Token  issues"  notgeld  section.  This  makes  it  esp- 
ecially hard  to  locate  them  in  a dealers  price  list. 
Under  "Germany,"  you  have  to  gaze  through  all  the 
cities  coins,  possibly  the  German  colonies,  etc., 
and  even  then,  goo4  luck. 

The  second  problem  is  that  many  dealers  don't 
Handle  them,  oecause  they  were  listed  as  "token 
coinage,  " in  earlier  GCwC  editions,  and  who  wanted 
tokens?  I’ortunately , the  latest  GCJC  corrected  this 
and  tneir  status  has  been  "upgraded"  to  a coin, 
keraember,  these  coins  were  part  of  the  system  which 
issued  banknotes  (listed  in  lick  as  bonafide  notes). 

Tne  third  problem,  related  to  the  first,  is 
wno  do  they  belong  to?  Are  the^e  part  of  a Polish 
collection?  A Lithuanian  collection?  etc.  From  our 
angle,  Hiey  do  belong  in  a Lithuanian  collection, 
because  they  were  part  of  Lithuania's  official  leg- 
al tender  money,  as  Germany  circulated  these  coins 
and  the  Ost-rubels/marks  (auksinis)  until  late  1922. 

TRBNBL:  Because  they  wore  struck  in  iron, 
grading  is  difficult.  Just  try  and  find  one  with 
no  rust  spots!  The  LCWC  lists  VF  as  3.00;  VF  is  6.00 
; XF  as  7.00;  with  UNO  as  114.  3 kOj.eck  add  .»2  r;ore 
to  each.  Considering  tney  rarely  appear  in  lists, 

(or  no  one  can  fitid  them),  tiiese  may  be  more  scarce 
th  n thougnt.  Their  lack  of  identity  appears  to  have 
kept  the  demand  down;  hence  tne  low  {.rices,  'ertai- 
nly  collectors  should  try  and  obtain  nice  rust-free 

continued  on  {3age  4... 
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Jontinued  from  it*at  page.... 

uncirculated  exampiea  of  them,  hut  tnis  writer 
hao  aeen  dealers  coins  listed  as  UNC,  black- 
ened by  oxidation,  atxd  now  can  you  grade  a coin 
iii\.e  that?  Tnere  is  so  little  design  to  wear  off. 

The  "proof"  catagory  is  "back"  in  the  latest 
oCwd,  after  mysteriously  disappearing  in  the  190^ 
edition,  apparently,  some  proof  examples  were 
struck  at  both  mints.  They  are  listed  currency 
value  at  i»7!?.C)0  apiece,  but  again,  have  you  ever 
seen  one  of  these  offered  for  sale? 

There  are  unusual  catalog  numbers  assigned  to 
them,  here  we  go:  1 KwPiiiCK  Y-A  l8.1  (a  raintinark) 
or  Y-A  l8.2  (J  raintraark).  2.  KUPiilCK  Y-B  l8.1  (A 
mintmark)  or  Y-B  10.2  (J  mintmark) . 3 KOPECK 
Y-C  10. 1 (a  miiitmark)  or  Y-C18.2  (J  mintmark). 

Try  putting  all  that  on  a 2 x 2 coin  flip!  No 
wonder  they're  not  collected  that  much! 

■^n  conclusion,  these  are  coins  that  need 
a "home."  we  accept  them  as  part  of  a Lithuan- 
ian collection,  because  the  banknotes  which  a- 
ccorapanied  them  were  bonafide  Lithuanian  legal 
tender  until  1922,  and  the  notes  bore  the  Lith- 
uanian language, 

if  dealers  would  list  them  under  "Lithuania," 
of  course  we  could  finu  them  easier  in  price 
lists.  But  if  listed  under  "Germany,"  please 
not  with  the  Notgeld , or  after  the  German  col- 
onies or  in  the  cities  listings,  but  with  tne 
regular  coin  section. 

Let  us  know  your  experiences  with  these 
Ost-kopeck  coins!  


^ KjgGHT  Volume  7,  No.  issue  No.  40.  The 
official  publication  of  the  Lithuanian  Numismatic 
Association.  Frank  Lassie,  Albion,  Michigan, 
FJlTOk.  Kobert  J.  Bouenis,  Columbia,  Mi),  BIHLCTOft. 
Gubscription/membership  for  6 bi-monthly  issues 
(June  through  May)  a donc^tion  of  ftlO  or  more, 
write:  Lithuanian  Numismatic  Association,  P.O.  Box 
612,  Columbia,  Maryland  21045.  editor's  address: 
Trank  Passic,  900  o.  Laton  at. , Albion,  Michigan 
49224. 

Advertising  rates:  Full  page:  1)30.  3/4  page: 
^25.  1/2  page:  i)20.  1/4  page:  l>10.  Business  card 
insertion:  1^5 » or  6 issues  for  (save  ^5). 

The  Li'JA  is  a member  of  the  American  Numismatic 
Association  C-II7903. 

Send  your  Lithuanian-collecting  acquaintances 
a sample  copy  of  The  Knight  and  encourage  them  to 
join  tne  LNA!  Write  for  a free  phamplet. 


LNA 

In  the  photograph  below,  speaker  Pichard 
GiedroyS  (Giedraitis) , editor  of  the  International 
section  of  the  weekly  Coin  World , receives  a pre- 
sentation mug  from  our  own  Vince  Alones  (right) 
at  the  New  York  International  Numismatic  Conven- 
tion held  Jecember  1 in  New  York  City. 

Pichard  is  of  Lithuanian  nobility  ancestry, 
and  his  lengthy  manuscript,  "The  House  of  Giedrus" 
(on  file  at  tne  Balzekas  tiuseum  in  Chicago),  tra- 
ces his  family  roots  back  to  the  time  of  Vytautas! 
It  was  Pichard's  letter  back  in  1978  to  the  editor 
of  World  Coin  News  about  his  interest  in  Lithuania! 
coins  tnat  prompted  that  editor  to  suggest,  "The 
Pallying  Cry  for  a Lithuanian  Numismatic  Associa- 
tion?" We  then  decided  to  form  the  UM. 


MORE  ON  VICTOR 

DAVID  BRENNER 

The  following  is  a discussion  concerning  Victor 
David  Brenner,  tlie  designer  of  the  U.B.  Lincoln  Gent. 
Brenner  was  born  snd  r<aised  in  Biauxiei,  Lithuania. 

This  analysis  comes  from  the  august,  19(3^  issue 
of  Tne  observer,  the  monthly  newspaper  publication  of 
the  Lithuanian  Koman  Catholic  Federation  of  America, 

4545  V,est  63rd  Bt.,  Chicago,  Illinois  606B9. 

Cur  Hugust-oeptember  1979  1. Volume  2,  No.  2)  issue 
The  Knight  was  devoted  to  the  subject  and  included  sev- 
eral different  articles  about  controversies  which  have 
developed  concerning  Brenner's  name,  nationality,  and 
importance  to  Lithuania/Lithuanians. 

The  information  presented  here  is  somewhat  diff- 
erent, or  can  be  considered  an  addition  to,  what  we  have 
previously  published,  n/hile  this  article  states  that 
Brenner  probably  spoKe  little  or  no  Lithuanian,  we  would 
like  to  challenge  a serious  researcher  to  prove  other- 
wise and  uncover  any  of  nrenner's  statements  about  his 
homeland,  a few  years  ago  we  had  one  LI^a  member  write 
us  that  orenner  was  proud  of  his  Lithuanian  heritage, 
where  is  tne  information  backing  this  statement  up? 

whatever  the  facts,  Brenner  did  grow  up  in  Lith- 
uania, was  educated  there,  and  these  memories  no  doubt 
nelped  formed  nis  personality  and  artistic  skills. 


Q.:  It  is  sometimes  said  that  Victor 
Brenner,  the  designer  of  the  Lincoln-head 
penny,  was  Lithuanian?  How  much  truth,  if 
any,  is  there  in  that  statement? 

A.:  Medalist  Victor  David  Brenner  was  bom 
on  June  12,  1871  in  Siauliai  of  Lithuanian 
Jewish  parents  named  George  and  Sara  (nee 
Margolis)  Brenner.  His  first  teacher  was  his 
father,  an  engraver,  die-maker,  and  stone-cutter. 
After  emigrating  to  the  United  States  in  1890, 
Brenner  pursued  his  studies  there  and  in  Paris, 
where  he  soon  gained  an  international  reputa- 
tion. When  in  the  U.S.,  Brenner  lived  and 
worked  in  New  York,  where  he  died  on  April  5, 
1924.  Besides  the  Lincoln-head  cent,  he  designed 
a Panama  medal  with  President  Theodore 
Koosevelt  as  his  model;  the  George  Curtis  Medal 
at  Columbia  University;  the  State  of  Michigan 
medal  given  to  volunteers  who  served  in  the 
Phillipines;  the  seal  of  the  New  York  Public 
Library;  the  John  Fritz  Medal  for  Scientific  and 
Industrial  Achievement,  sponsored  by  the  United 
Engineering  Society  of  America;  the  seal  of  the 
Fine  Arts  Federation;  plaques  of  Amerigo 
Vespucci  and  John  Paul  Jones;  a plaque 
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commemorating  the  oOth  annivernarv  of  the 
University  of  Wisconsin,  and  many  others  His 
work  is  represented  at  mints  and  musejms 
throughout  the  world 

Hut  what  about  his  nationality?  The  »mly 
sense  in  which  Brenner  might  be  considered  to 
be  Lithuanian  is  that  he  was  bom  and  raised  in 
Lithuania  and  came  from  a family  -that  had 
probably  lived  there  for  hundreds  of  years 
(though  we  don’t  know  that  for  a facti  He 
certainly  cannot  be  considered  a Lithuanian  in 
the  national  or  ethnic  sense — not  because  he 
was  a Jew,  but  because  he  was  a Jew  of  the  19th 
century.  At  that  time  Lithuanian  Jews  regarded 
themselves  (and  were  so  regarded  by  others)  as 
a separate  religious,  and  racial  community 
culturally  and  socially  distinct  from  the  local 
Christian  population  of  Baltic  stock.  There  was 
virtually  no  assimilation  between  the  Jews,  who 
lived  in  cities,  towns,  and  villages  and  usually 
carried  on  a trade,  and  the  Lithuanian 
Christians,  most  of  whom  lived  on  farms  and 
estates  and  worked  the  land.  The  only  relations 
between  the  two  groups  were  of  a commercial 
nature.  At  home  Lithuanian  Jewish  families 
spoke  Yiddish;  they  were  familiar  with  Lithua- 
nian only  to  the  extent  necessary  to  buy  from 
and  sell  to  the  peasants.  If  anything,  they  had  a 
better  command  of  Russian  and  Polish — not 
only  because  Russians  and  Poles,  together  with 
the  Jews,  made  up  the  majority  of  the  townsfolk, 
but  also  because  under  the  rule  of  the  Tsars 
Russian  was  the  official  state  language  (and 
Polish  was  the  language  of  everyday  com- 
munication favored  bv  the  native  elite).  It  is 
very  likely,  therefore,  that  Brenner  himself 
spoke  very  little,  if  any,  Lithuanian.  And  while 
persons  bom  in  Lithuania  prior  to  1795  were 
subjects  of  the  Polish  king  and  Lithuanian 
grand  duke  (the  joint  title  held  by  the  ruler  _of 
the  Polish-Lithuanian  Commonwealth),  Brenner 
was  born  a subject  of  the  Russian  Tsar,  a status 
he  exchanged  for  American  citizenship  after 
emigrating  to  our  shores.  Thus,  Brenner  was  no 
Lithuanian  in  the  legal  sense,  either. 

Incidentally,  the  ethnic  situation  changed 
considerably  in  the  20th  century.  During  the 
period  of  Lithuanian  independence  (1918-40), 
barriers  to  assimilation  between  Lithuanian 
Jews  and  Christians  began  gradually  breaking 
down.  This  process  intensified  during  the  last  40 
years.  Today  the  Communist  government  of 
Lithuania  not  only  does  not  permit  Jews  to 
practice  their  religion,  but  it  also  prohibits  them 
from  engaging  in  any  sort  of  political,  cultural, 
or  social  activities  on  a Jewish  basis.  Most  of 
the  Jews  living  in  Lithuania  have  therefore  been 
thoroughly  Lithuanianized  (or  Russianized,  as 
the  case  may  be),  and  few  still  speak  Yiddish.  Of 
the  thousands  who  have  recently  emigrated  to 
Israel  or  other  free-world  countries,  some  have 
integrated  themselves  into  Jewish  community 
life  (which  for  most  means  learning  Hebrew  or 
Yiddish  for  the  first  time),  some  maintain  a dual 
nationality  (Lithuanian  and  Jewish),  somf- 
consider  themselves  primarily  Lithuanian  and 
take  an  active  part  in  the  Lithuanian  emigre 
community,  and  some,  like  Brenner  nearly  a 
hundred  years  ago,  identify  solely  and  complet* 
ly  with  their  adopted  countr>'  of  residence 
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[ •«  now  i^rosent  the  tables  accompanying  the  article,  ra.  means  "year."  Numerically,  "15.191_^5"  etc. 
in  Lithuanian  becomes  "15.191^”  in  English.]  ^ 


Table  II.  The  limission  and  Uiscount  Activity  of  the  Bank 
of  Lithuania  for  the  Period  1922  to  19^8. 


^arterly 

Periods 

Coverage  of  Bank- 
notes (1,000  Lt. ) 

A 

1 ® 

C 

D 

E 

19-22 

m. 

XU 

-31  . 

15.191,5 

17.453,0 

33.144,5 

30  228,0 

109,65 

^ 8,57 

1923 

m. 

111 

-31  . 

15.870.0 

28.552,0 

44  4 22,0 

42.362.0 

104  86 

12,89 

VI 

-30 

16.382,5 

35.520,0 

51.902,5 

48.577.0 

106,85 

12,73 

• 

IX 

-30  . 

16.512,5 

37.202,0 

53.714,5 

53.564,0 

10028 

13,62 

Xll 

-31 

16.573.5 

46.522,0 

63.095,5 

60  074.0 

105,03 

16,52 

1924 

m. 

111 

-31 

24.163,5 

56.747,0 

80.910.5 

71.247,0 

101,91 

25,49 

VI 

■30 

24.526,0 

55..185.0 

79.911,0 

67.863.0 

117,75 

30,91 

IX 

-.30  . . 

25.399,5 

50.503,0 

75.902,5 

74.481,0 

lOl.yi 

32,41 

Xll 

-31  . 

30-809,5 

62.258,0 

93  067.5 

92.983  0 

100,00 

36,68 

1925 

m. 

III 

-31 

32.869,5 

56.705,0 

89.574.5 

94.033.0 

95  26 

39,59 

VI 

-30  . 

33.374,0 

34  572,0 

67.946.0 

79.277,0 

85,71 

38,21 

IX 

-30 

3,3.671,0 

24.768,0 

58.439,0 

81.091,0 

72,07 

41,74 

Xll 

-31  . . 

35.026,5 

30.?99,0 

65.425,5 

81.918,0 

79,-17 

49,20 

1926 

m. 

111 

-31  . 

34.549,5 

37.68.5.0 

72.234,5 

90.039,0 

80,23 

48,15 

VI 

-30 

33.901,5 

26.998,0 

60.899,5 

79.471,0 

76,63 

44,41 

IX 

-30  . . 

33.884,0 

22.769,0 

56.653,0 

75.838,0 

74,70 

45.91 

Xll 

-31  . . 

33.93.5,0 

37.182,0 

71.117,0 

86.793,0 

81,94 

51,90 

1927 

m. 

III 

-31  . 

33.879,5 

42.070,0 

75.949,5 

91.113.0 

83,36 

58,55 

VI 

-30 

34.118,0 

39.929,0 

74.047,0 

87.077,0 

85.04 

59,50 

IX 

-30  . . 

34.794,5 

38. -560,0 

73.154,5 

88.466,0 

82,69 

62,88 

XII 

-31  . . 

35.521,5 

51.564,0 

87.085,5 

87.085,5 

90,14 

81,07 

1928 

m. 

III 

-31 

36.456,9 

53.857,6 

90.314,5 

1.537,0 

88,95 

81,45 

Table  VI  [IVJ.  Summary  Balance  of  Small 
Credit  Societies.  ASSLTS 


Hcc't  Heading 

1 . Ceish 

2.  Fixed  assets 

3.  Other  assets 

4 & 5*  Discounts/ 
loans. 

6.  Gov't  & % paper 

7.  Current  expenses 

8.  Other  assets 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 
.5. 
6. 
/ . 

V H. 


B a 1 a ns  a s 


1927  m. 

392 


1926  m. 
393  dr. 


1925  m. 
302  dr. 


1924  m. 
216  dr. 


•dr.  = societies- 


1.21 

42 

54 

27,53 

1.59 

2,67 

2,28 


36,24  37,07 


LIABILITIES 


1,68 

40 

47 

22,06 

92 

3,31 

8,23 


1,90 

17 

33 

86 

16,55 

71 

1 

3,86 


24,39 


1.70 

17 

18 
1,44 

11,29 

56 

22 

5,78 

21,34 


A.  Coverage  in  gold  and  silver 
at  50% 

B.  Securities  backed  in  gold 

C.  Totals 

D.  Banknotes  in  circulation 
£.  Percentage  (%)  of  coverage 
F.  Discounts  and  loans  (in  mil- 
lions of  litas' 


Delow,  Table  III.  Summary  Balances  of  Lith- 
uanian Credit  Organizations  1923-192? 

" ASSETS 


1.  Cash  & open  accounts 

2.  Fixed  assets 

3.  Other  assets 
Discounted  notes  & 

other  securities 

5.  LOAN  SUKETISS  (a) 
Notes  % pop,  etc. 

(b)  Foreign  curr. 

(c)  Mdse,  consigned 

(d)  Fixed  assets 

6.  Contested  notes 

7.  Correspondents 

8.  BANK  PROPERTY  (a) 
Govt  Sc  pop.  (b)  Priv.6. 
% pop  Sc  notes,  (c) 
currency,  checks.  8. 
9*  Current  expenses 

10.  All  other  assets  9. 

10. 


Accounts 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4r 


B a I a n s a s 


C-)  ' 

1926  m. 

XII -31 

1925  m. 

XlI-31 

1924  m. 

XII -31 

ro  1 
<N  — 

2x 

13,31 

13,04 

14,14 

6,04 

1,77 

14,05 

16,99 

28,21 

24,17 

21,90 

1,33 

1,37 

1,70 

1,61 

1.78 

46,57 

37,99 

34,45 

30,04 

21.41 

64,10 

64,20 

63,24 

53,25 

30jW 

14 

15 

85 

1,37 

4,16 

4,16 

5,25 

3,71 

B5 

13,28 

8,94 

4,78 

2,04 

1,63 

39 

72 

29 

64,17 

64,42 

56,95 

82,19 

65.97 

35 

17 

40,14 

42,14 

19 

50,64 

18,82 

6.14 

4,34 

4.19 

47,41 

43,23 

56,45 

55,34 

23,40 

8,26 

11 

24 

15 

• 

38,79 

96,11 

31,90 

24,99 

9.0f 

368,19 

369,71 

344,83 

332,10 

182.H 

LIABILITIES 


1.  Invested  capital 

2.  Reserves 

3.  Rediscounted  no- 
tes 6t  other  documts. 

4.  debts 

5.  Deposits 

6.  Fees  Sc  coramiss. 

7.  Unpaid  remit t. 

8.  Other  obligat. 


3,33 

3,06 

2,30 

1,39 

74 

1,00 

41 

23 

’■^14,59 

13.37 

57 

12,12 

1,03 

7,38 

12,56 

8,42 

4,85 

3,48 

3,37 

2,61 

3 

42 

1.65 

7,61 

7 

4,04 

19 

7,22 

36,24 

1 

37,07 

21,39 

21,34 

This  concludes  our  presentation  of  Money  Sc  Credit 
by  Albinas  Rimka,  translated  by  Val  Matelis,  here  in 
Tne  Knight . we  will  be  presenting  more  Lithuanian 
Numismatic  Classics  translated  into  the  ijnglish 
language,  in  future  issues  of  The  Knight . 


1.  Invested  capital 

2.  Reserves 

3.  Rediscount  no- 
tes Sc  various  documts. 

4.  Debts  owing  to 
other  credit  instit. 

5.  Gov't  tax 

6.  Due  corresponden. 

7.  DEPOSITS  (a)  Li- 
mited/unit. in  time, 
(b)  Current  debts. 

8.  Fees  Sc  Commiss. 

9.  Unpaid  remittcs. 
10.  All  other  liab. 


5 

tN.  ^ 

T*  • 

c*.  X 

CN  — 

1925  m 
Xll-31. 

) 9 24  m . 
X1I.31 

'0 

2 X 

1 

90,20 

93,08 

87,99 

90,31 

38,79 

2. 

2,86 

2,08 

1.74 

1,33 

54 

3. 

3,84 

4,90 

4,45 

4,28 

1,97 

4. 

7,42 

5,15 

8,23 

9,33 

14.38 

5. 

18 

15 

17 

79 

2 

6. 

29,80 

43.84 

50,96 

35,70 

21,06 

23,67 

19,10 

26,98 

20,34 

3,77 

1. 

69,88 

54,55 

42,62 

50,78 

27,44 

8. 

12,41 

4,S 

49 

42 

70 

0 

89 

87 

2.29 

2,56 

1,78 

10. 

127,04 

145,54 

118,91 

116,96 

71,74 

368,19 

369.71 

344,83 

332,10 

182,14 

In  addition,  several  hundred  other  credit 
cooperatives,  also  known  as  public  banks,  are 
in  operation.  Their  activity  likewise  has  inc- 
reased considerably. 
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DARIUS  - 

GIRENAS 

MEDAL 


Snown  above  is  the  bronze  medal 
issued  in  ooviet-occupied  Lithuania 
(!!)  in  commemoration  of  the  50th  an- 
niversary of  the  flight/crash  of 
Jarius  <x  Uirenas! 

The  obverse  features  a bust  of  the 
flyers  with  the  dates  1933-19<i5»  and 
the  inscription,  "x^ituanikos  Lidvyri- 
aras  Htminti,"  meaning,  "In  Memory  of 
Lithuanian  Heroes."  The  small  initials 
"PG  appear  below  the  busts. 

The  reverse  depicts  a map  tracing 
the  ill-fated  flight  from  New  York,  but 
showing  the  intended  goal,  Kaunas.  The 
legend  reads  "Dariaus  Ir  Gireno 
Gkrydis  per  Atlanta,"  meaning,  "Larius 
& Girenas'  Flight  across  the  Atlantic." 

A communist-controlled  celebration 
in  memory  of  the  pilots  was  held  in 
Lithuania  in  lv<^3*  This  medal  is  the 
first  sig;nificant  numismatic  item  we 
have  seen  emitted  from  Lithuania  in 
quite  a while. 

To  the  left  is  the  crash  site  at 
Goldin,  Germany,  and  the  wreckage.  No- 
tice Jarius'  body  lying  on  the  left  of 
the  wreckage. 

Below  is  a photograph  of  the  emb- 
almed bodies  of  Darius  & Girenas  in 
the  chapel  of  the  University  Medical 
Building  in  Kaunas,  1937. 


® VVANT  ADS 

• ant-Kor  oaie  Ads  are  t'KiilE 
to  r.  m-commercial  UtA  mem- 
b«jrs!  List  your  items  here! 
•e*li  be  waiting  for  your 
ad  for  tae  next  issue! 

w/u'iTLL:  Ustland  Kinkte  notes 
for  £>stonia,  Latvia,  Lith- 
uania, and  wl  in  iMord  (whi- 
te KussiaJ.  TKhjJLJG:  a few 
duplicates  of  the  above  from 
£iStonia  for  trade.  John  k. 
witter,  Latomaki  oalpa 
01370  Vantaa  37 1 I’lNLaNU. 


LEnBRS 

I found  your  article  on  the  1 ^l6  Vilnius  potato  ration  card  very 
interesting  and  a new  discovery  in  terms  of  rationing.  I have  been  a 
keen  collector  and  researcher  of  ration  items  from  Eastern  Europe  for 
more  ye^rs  than  1 wish  to  remember.  This  is  the  first  time  I have  seen 
or  neard  of  ration  items  from  Lithuania.  There  have  been  a number  of 

Polish  ration  items  from  I9I5  to  I9I0,  but  tne  text  on  the  items  are 

usually  in  German  and  Polish,  iduring  world  War  I,  ration  cards  and 
coupons  were  frequently  used.  Most  of  the  texts  were  in  German,  and 
in  some  cases  tne  language  of  the  nation  which  they  were  occupying.  I 
would  be  very  interested  to  know  if  any  of  the  LNA  members  have  any 

type  of  ration  material.  If  so,  I would  be  very  interested  in  knowing 

what  type  and  kind  it  is.  I would  appreciate  if  they  could  send  me  a 
Xerox  copy  of  the  material.  I will  reimburse  them  for  the  copies.  1 
am  constantly  searching  for  this  material  and  any  assistance  would  be 
appreciated.  Yours  truly,  John  Glynn,  30  Nevilles  Court,  Dollis  riill 
Lane,  London  N.W.  2,  England. 


waNTiiiD:  Einnish  Cross  of 
Liberty  1st  and  2nd  classes. 
John  P.  witter,  address, 
above . 

EuK  LaLE:  The  very  first 
issue  of  The  Knight  Vol.  1 
No.  1 June -July  197S!  we 
found  a handful  in  an  unused 
file!  Certainly  a collectors 
item!  We  have  7.  Balzekas 
Museum  of  Lith.  Culture, 

4012  Archer  nve.  Chicago 
111  60632,  Attention:  Pita, 
each. 

WANTED:  Member  to  assume 
The  Knight  back  issues  ph- 
otocopy requests.  Probably 
for  charter  member  with 
access  to  inexpensive  pho- 
copies.  You  set  price  and 
use  your  old  issues.  When 
we  get  requests  we  can  re- 
fer them  to  you,  and  ann- 
ounce tuis  service  here  in 
The  knight . nlthough  we 
still  have  our  original 
print-ready  copies,  to  re- 
puDj-ish  everything  would  be 
too  expensive  for  just  a 
dozen  or  so  requests.  Write 
us  if  you'd  like  to  be  our 
"bacK  issues"  person.  .<rite 
iU'trt  t.u.  Box  bl2 , Columbia 
MD  21045. 


Dfjlcr  in  Qualiiv  Karc  {.oin\ 
Lithuanian  t Polish 
WRITE; 

Kcirl  Stcpbeps,  loc. 

kjrl  Srcphi'ii> 


K..,(  Oil  I ' K<»-  i'H 
Ir  i . r I • « J •»I7HII 


AN  \ S72n9 
21  « 44S  HI54 


[The  following  letter  is  a response  sent  to  this  editor  about  a 
newly  printed  Victor  D.  Brenner/Lincoln  Cent  souvenir  card  whicli  sta- 
ted that  Brenner  was  born  in  "Bhavli,  kussia."  This  editor  wrote  it 
was  Eiauliai,  Lithuania,  and  sent  our  special  VDB  issue  of  The  Knight 
to  her]  Tnank  you  for  your  letter  regarding  the  error  on  my  Gouvenir 
Card  commemorating  the  Lincoln  Cent.  I appreciate  your  taking  the  time 
to  send  me  the  correct  information.  I can  see  by  the  map  and  the  art- 
icles you  enclosed  that  Mr.  Brenner  certainly  was  not  born  in  kussia. 

1 am  very  sorry  that  I put  the  wrong  information  on  ray  card,  but  I 
thought  at  the  time  it  was  correct.  I will  so  inform  the  people  who 
have  already  ordered  cards,  and  send  written  information  along  to  any 
who  order  in  tne  future. 

Virginia  K.  Hall,  P.O.  Box  499,  Colton,  CA  92324 

1 have  found  a 3 Punkte  note  of  Estonia  with  a different  date  on  it. 
I mentioned  tnis  to  John  Glynn  last  week  when  I visited  him  in  London. 
All  tne  Punkte  notes  in  John's  collection  are  dated  1945 » as  are  all 
the  copies  of  notes  from  other  collections.  I have  seen  quite  a lot  of 
these  lunkte  notes  and  all  have  been  dated  1945.  Have  you  ever  come 
across  any  dated  1943?  Maybe  some  exist  for  Latvia  & Lithuania  also 
dated  1943 !Y Yours  sincerely,  John  P.  witter,  FINLAND  


FOR  NEW  READERS 


we  have  received  numerous  letters  recently  about  our  Catalog  of 
i^^arly  Lithuanian  Coins , parts  I & II,  and  other  questions  about  Lith- 
uanian numismatics.  This  column  will  hopefully  answer  these  and  other 
questions  you  may  have. 

Parts  I ii  II  are  5^2.50  each,  or  5i5*00  for  the  set.  There  are  a few 
omissions  and  errors,  which  will  be  published  in  the  future  in  The 
Knight . Eor  part  II  corrections:  pg  3t  tne  following  dates  were  omit- 
ted under  the  Grasis  under  the  Polish  standard:  1564,  1567,  1568.  On 
pg  10,  the  photos  for  the  type  A & B one  Solidus  are  reversed.  Page  11 
the  following  dates  were  omitted  under  the  Type  B 6-grasis:  1664,  I665, 
1666,  1668.  There  are  several  weight/content  errors  we  will  correct. 

Litauanian  Coin  Holders  (Capital  Plastic  type),  designed  by  this 
editor,  are  available  for  i20  each  (plus  p & H)  from  the  Balzekas  Mus- 
eum of  Litnuanian  Culture,  4012  Archer  Ave.,  Chicago,  IL  60632.  These 
are  real  nice!  The  Museum  also  has  the  original  1953  book  in  Lithuanian 
b Jonas  K.  Karys  on  modern  Lithuanian  money  entitled  Nepriklausomos 
Lietuvos  Pinigai  for  i»l8.  Our  LiNA  English  translations  of  tnat  book 
and  Karys'  ancient  book  (1959),  wnich  were  presented  to  all  LNA  memb- 
ers in  serial  form,  are  now  all  gone,  w'e  have  no  back  issues  of  The 
Kn igh t left,  either,  excepting  19^4  issues.  »i/e  suggest  putting  a want 
ad  in  The  Knight . The  American  Numismatic  A<,sociation  has  a complete 
set  of  The  Kn igh t , plus  all  of  our  translation  books  in  their  library, 
which  is  available  by  mail  to  ANA  members.  The  Balzekas  Museum  in  Chi- 
C'lgo,  and  the  aNS  in  i»ew  York  City  also  has  complete  sets  of  our  items. 


